wWhoever finds his Life will Shave the teaching
lose it, anad whoever Loses Gquard the sharing

his Life for my sake will
fnd i,
Mt 10:39

October 5,2007—The Great Commission: Discipleship—~Part VI

6:00— | 1) Coffee & Donuts
6:05
2) Opening Prayer

6:05-| 1) How do we grow as a disciple?
7:00
Luke 15:1-32

The Parable of the Lost Sheep

! Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him. 2 And the
Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with
them.”

%S0 he told them this parable: 4 «“What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has
lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open country, and go after the one
that is lost, until he finds it? 5 And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders,
rejoicing. ® And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and his neighbors,
saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ " Just so, I
tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-
nine righteous persons who need no repentance.

The Parable of the Lost Coin

8«Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp
and sweep the house and seek diligently until she finds it? ® And when she has found it,
she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found
the coin that I had lost.” *® Just so, I tell you, there is joy before the angels of God over
one sinner who repents.”

The Parable of the Prodigal Son

" And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. '? And the younger of them said
to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.” And he
divided his property between them. 3 Not many days later, the younger son gathered all
he had and took a journey into a far country, and there he squandered his property in
reckless living. % And when he had spent everything, a severe famine arose in that
country, and he began to be in need. ® S0 he went and hired himself out to one of the
citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. '® And he was longing
to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything.

7 «“But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants
have more than enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! '8 will arise and g0 to my

Pg 1 of 2




1QI

father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. L

am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as one of your hired servants.
And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father
saw him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. 21 And the son
said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy
to be called your son.’ 22 But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe,
and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 2 And bring the
fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. 2* For this my son was dead, and is
alive again; he was lost, and is found.” And they began to celebrate.

25 «“Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the house, he
heard music and dancing. % And he called one of the servants and asked what these
things meant. 27 And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed
the fattened calf, because he has received him back safe and sound.” 2 But he was angry
and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, %9 but he answered his
father, ‘Look, these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your
command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might celebrate with my friends.
30 But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your property with prostitutes,
you killed the fattened calf for him!’ 31 And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with
me, and all that is mine is yours. 21t was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your
brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.””

St. Teresa of Avila, Interior Castle

Although it is a great grace from God to practice self-examination, yet “too much is as
bad as too little,” as they say; believe me, by God’s help we shall advance more by
contemplating the Divinity than by keeping our eyes fixed on ourselves, poor creatures
of the earth that we are.

I believe we shall never learn to know ourselves except by endeavoring to know God,
for, beholding his greatness we are struck by our own baseness, his purity shows our
foulness, and by meditating on his humility we find how very far we are from being
humble.

[Early in one’s Christian walk one begins to practice prayer] yet they often lack the
determination to quit their present condition by avoiding occasions of sin, which is a
very perilous state to be in.

Do not rely on your enclosure, your penitent life, nor on your continual exercise of
prayer and constant communion with God, nor trust in having left the world or in the
idea that you hold its ways in horror. All this is good, but it is not enough...to remove
all fear, therefore, meditate on this text and recall it often: Blessed is the man who fears
the Lord [Ps 112:1].

7:00

Closing Prayer
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